MARKET
studio tour

A Design
Dream,
Realized
We visit the idyllic San Carlos
studio of Emily Kates Design.
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bout a year ago, interior designer Emily
Kates says, there was no more delaying the inevitable: “It was clear that
I needed a new space to support my
rapidly growing business.” For years,
she had dreamed of an open studio space with lots
of storage. A functional workspace, but one with a
warm, welcoming feel. “And while I use all sorts of
rich color and pattern in my work,” she explains, “it
1
was important to me that this particular space felt
more like a blank canvas.”
Emily’s business is based in San Carlos, California—a serene city with
lots of trees, a great downtown, and a close-knit community. She found an
office in the heart of town, but it was a bit drab with dated cubicles and an
awkward layout. “My designer X-ray eyes could see through all of that,” she
laughs. She signed the lease and got right to work.
Now, the sun-drenched space is the official headquarters of Emily Kates
Design: a full-service, residential design studio focused on polished, yet approachable custom homes. Stepping into the office is a full sensory experience, as Emily believes good design should be. “I’m always playing some
sort of moody, lounge-y beats on Apple Music and have the most delicious
smelling oil diffuser from Archipelago in the Arugula scent. It’s fun to watch
clients, colleagues and friends come into the studio and go, ‘wow, this just
feels really nice.’ It’s the same reaction I look for when I finish a project.”

1.
“I opted for lots of
warm white as the
backdrop to highlight
some key visuals like
the art, accessories
and overscaled milk
glass pendants,” Emily says.
2.
A gallery wall is an attractive way to utilize
vertical space, and
the designer often
references images
when chatting with
clients at the desk.
“I also find it draws
interest from passersby who stop to
take a peek through
the window.”
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3.
The designer also
has a small retail element in the studio,
available for clients
and colleagues to
shop by appointment
only. “In an industry
with endless choices,
it’s important to
be mindful of what
we are sourcing,”
she explains. “I’m
really proud to have
curated an offering
of special items
that are exclusively
made by women,
minorities, communities trying to
elevate themselves,
and/or that have an
eco-conscious angle.
I particularly love the
fiber art I carry created by local artist
Natalie Ciccoricco.
Her thread work and
inclusion of natural
materials is divine
and is covering much
of my studio walls.”

